Condolences following the death of Abdessalam Najjar (from Email and Facebook)
From: Wahat al-salam/Neve Shalom
With great sorrow we announce the death of Abdessalam Najjar this morning following a heart attack.  The funeral will be held tomorrow at his home village Arrabeh
--
This is so sad and devestating.  Words can't say how sorry I feel and how much he will be missed by everyone who knew him.  My thoughts are with Aishe and his family.
Benita Hide, British Friends of NS/WAS
--
We are without words and an  enormous sense of sorrow and angst!
All our  love to Aishe, Shereen,Layla,Nur,Ammudi
Franca and Walter (Italian Friends of NS/WAS
--
I lost today my Palestinian father. Like me many others.

Our love to Aishe, Shireen, Laila, Noor and Hamoudi.
Rosita with Claudio (Italian Friends of NS/WAS)
--
Dear Ayshe, dear children of Abdelsalam and Aysheh, dear friends in Neve Shalom/Wahat al Salam,
 
in deep sorrow I read the news of Abdelsalam's sudden death. I will remember him forever as a friend dedicated with untiring passion for understanding and peaceful coexistence for the two peoples in his homeland. I had met him already in Jerusalem in the seventies before I came to the 'Oasis of Peace'. At the 'International Centre for Youth in Jerusalem" of Mr.Yekel he was in charge of the programs and exhibitions in Arabic. He and you Aysheh, you were the first Arab founder of the community of Wahat al Salam. He is a big loss to the village and to our group of friends of the village. In the community and in our meetings as friends he was and will be respected also as a man of faith representing the Islam. A year ago he was nominated as a  person representing the work for peace and understanding by the foundation "Die Schwelle" in Bremen (cf. http://www.dieschwelle.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Peace_Award_2011.pdf). His merits, we have to be grateful for, are so plenty that they would fill more books. At our last IAGM we were happy to see each other and we enjoyed also his and your hospitality in your house and garden. I enjoyed also our last encounter in Frankfurt in December and will remember also his lecture, his performance and friendly looks at his lecture in the house at the cathedral.
We hope that his work for peace and understanding will continue in and through the 'Wahat al Salam' and we shall never forget him.
Yours
Hermann Sieben, chairman of the German Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al Salam
--
I am in shock. I have lost à friend who has shown me That There is no way to peace but That peace is the way.
My deepest condolences to his family. They Will have to live without their husband and father. And next to That The village has lost à friend and true advocate of The village principles.
I will miss him dearly and cherish the moments in holland and the village

Thijs Kolster (Dutch Friends of NS/WAS
--
I am so incredibly sorry to hear that. Abdessalam will be truly missed, it was always such a pleasure to spend with him. 
Our love and thoughts go to Aishe, Shireen, Laila, Noor and Hamoudi.
Perrine and the American Friends of NS/WAS
--
I am shocked by your announce and very sad. For me Abdessalam was very important in the village where he had a lot of responsibilities.Yesterday in a meeting about NSWAS I underline words of him about “my Bruno” and I thought that his temoignage was very precious for all of us .....and this morning the bad news. Transmit to Aishe and her children my friendly thinking and to all the village.
Salutations
Henri Millot (French Friends of NS/WAS
--
Dear Ayshe and your children, dear friends in Wahat al Salam/ Neve Shalom,
 
We were shocked by the news of Abdelsalam’s death and we want to share in your pain and your sorrow.
 
Many people in the Netherlands were impressed by the words and the personality of Abdelsalam, when he again made a visit to our country last year together with Adi.
They spread their message of peace and hope and it found a fruitful soil among the people present at all their meetings. We were and are grateful for his efforts to convince people that peace is possible.
As chairman of the Dutch friends’ association I want to express our gratitude for what he has done among us, but even much more for everything that he has done to live his message of peace, together with his family and his friends in the village.
Personally, I met him for the first time during that visit and we were very happy to meet again during the AGM; I will remember our visit to your home at that beautiful evening, from the terrace looking to the lights coming from the country where Arabs and Jews hope to live together in peace.

May God, in whom he did trust, give him everlasting  peace.
Jan Peters, Dutch Friends of NS/WAS
--
Dear Ayshe and family and Friends at WASNS,
 
I am shocked and deeply saddened to learn of Abdessalam's death.  As President of the American Friends I share with you the deep sympathies of our board and staff and supporters.  Your loss is profound, and my personal prayers are with you.
 
I remember well that your family was the first family to respond to Fr. Bruno Hussar in the 1970s in creating the Oasis of Peace Village.
Abdessalam's commitment to the Spirituality Center is especially touching to me.  Our time together in Rochester, NY, and at AGM meetings is now more precious than ever.
 
His dream, your family's dream of peace in that land, between Arabs and Jews inspires me still.
 
May the love of people all over the world and in your community at WASNS sustain you and hold you in tenderness in your time of gieving.
 
Yours truly,
 
Rev. Gordon Webster
President, American Friends of NS/WAS
--
I am very shocked by the death of Abdessalam.I knew him since a long time.He came many times in France and it was deeply interesting to listen to him when he was speaking about the Village during a meeting,speaking always in a balanced way about Palestinians and Jews
Please transmit to Aishe and her family the deepest condolences from the French friends and myself.
Best regards,
Daniel Sée, French Friends of NS/WAS
--
Dear Aicha, Shireen and family,

It is sad to hear about the death of old friends. Abed in all ways symbolized the village and was a splendid representative of Wahat al Salam/ Neve Shalom. It will be difficult when visiting you next time not to see Abed around anymore.
 
Please, receive our warm feelings for you at this difficult moment.
 
Love,
Peter Haas, Swedish Friends of NS/WAS
--
Dear Aishe, Shireen , Layla , Nur and Hammoudi,
Ted and I send you our love. There are no words for such sorrow as this, but our hearts are broken at the loss of Andessalam. His life is a beacon for us. We pray for whatever comfort may come
With love and prayers
Deb and Ted First, American Friends of NS/WAS
--
We are so deeply shocked by the news of the death of Abdessalam and cannot imagine your community without him at its heart. He has been at the core and an endless strength from the beginning. He has consistently sustained the vision of Bruno in spite of all the changes in the land and we have respected his endless work for peace over the years. I am so proud to have known him, as are all of us in the UK who have met him and come under his influence. He is not just respected here but genuinely loved too. We shall not forget his wisdom, warmth, humour and generosity of spirit. He was a devout man who lived out his faith absolutely throughout his life, fulfilling the meaning of his name. Our love and thoughts go out to Aishe, his daughters and all his family, as well as to all of you in the village for whom it must be a great loss. We would be grateful if you could let Aishe know how we feel and that they will be constantly in our hearts and minds.
 
With sincere good wishes,
 
Susan [Denton-Brown], and all the UK friends who knew him and the family.
--
I was very upset and shocked to learn of Abdessalam’s passing. He was a truly lovely man whom I greatly liked and admired. He was always kind and warmly welcoming to me from my earliest days of contact with the village. As a devout Muslim he showed how those who are truly religious can also play a major part in working towards peace.  He did wonderful work for WAS/NS over many years especially for the Doumia-Sakinah and the Pluralistic Spiritual Center, and wrote lots of insightful articles about war and peace. He had a lovely family. Please convey my deepest sympathy to them on their tragic loss.
 
Anthony Warshaw
--
I am so sorry to hear of Adessalam's unexpected and premature death. I remember him well and was always impressed at his belief in the village.  I should be grateful if you would pass on my deepest sympathies to his family at this sad time.
 
Kind regards to you all,
 
Sarah Burns
--
We are shocked  -  feel so sorry and are with our thoughts with the family. Our deepest condolences to his family and the village. We will miss Abdessalam.
 
Schweizer Freundinnen und Freunde von Neve Shalom /Wahat al-Salam 

Ada Winter, Leiterin Geschäftsstelle (Swiss Friends of NS/WAS
--
We were all shocked to hear about the sudden death of our dear member Abdel Salam Najar Allah Yerahmo
our hearts are with the family
and we are sending our condolences
may our community not have any more sorrow
Now that we are here in Italy a group of youth from the village with Palestinians from East Jerusalem
We are following Abdel Salam's  way of dialog and we were sharing his special way of life with our new friends in Italy.
 
Karin, Sivan, Yael, Noam, Meron, Zoher and Vered
--
So shocked and saddened to hear of Abed's death.   He was a true example of friendship and warmth and I hope his wisdom will have spread to and be remembered by the younger generation.  His good works will be a lasting monument and I send heartfelt condolences to his family, friends, and all the Village.
 
In sorrow,

Michael Mitzman (British Friends of NS/WAS)
--

It was November 2001 I was waiting to present my thesis at the
University. Abed in Italy, he was with me and some of you, waiting
to get into the classroom to speak about Neve Shalom Wahat al-
Salam, about conflict and about peace. I was tense, I wanted to cry.
I said, 'Abed, I fell like crying', he said: 'Do it' and smiled. So, in that
a simple and disconcerting way, typical to those who can make
room for every emotion, sometimes talking, often silently.
And I remember his look over my shoulder while I stuttered at best
a work of nine months, grown in the heat of the Second Intifada. I
wouldn’t have written a word without him I wouldn’t have
understood anything if he hadn’t carried me , with generosity and
patience, by hand in the folds of a region, of many reasons, all
difficult and painful.
A thousand memories that overlap. When we met in the bar of the
central station and he said 'do not think of making a definitive
choice, you just love him now and dot'. When I ordered the seeds
for his garden. When we walked by Lina in Jerusalem for the best
humus in Israel ops in Palestine. When he cooked in a vest like a
king in his kitchen. When he drove me walked to Jerusalem. When I
he drove me back. I can see him here on my couch, too tired to
hold a long evening. I can see him disappear in the middle of a
meal to go and pray. I can see him bearing some humiliation that
could disintegrate the serenity of a person. As everyone he was an
ordinary man and a special one. Among his small hands he bore
the poverty that makes us humble and the sweetness, the ability of
love that make us feel closer.
I cry for a man. It is not the first time and will not be the last one. I
lose with him that piece of who I am that was only in his eyes. I
maintain a sense of gratitude for having had him for a bit in my life. I
regret not being able to love him as well and as much I did care
about him. I suffer thinking of his family, who faces an expected
pain, being not ready yet.
With you, who have known him or that I wished you had.
Rosita Poloni, Italy
--

So sad news.
All my best thoughts to his wife , his family and our friends from the Village
Sincerely

Véronique Hayem (French Friends of NS/WAS)
--
http://on-the-left-side.org.il/?p=3009
דברים שכתב נפתלי על עבד
ימים מטלטלים, כואבים,  אללה ירחמו,  יהי זכרו ברוך
 
מרוב כאב משתתקות המילים
 --
   Thank you for including me in the sad news about Abdessalam Najjar.
 
    I met him in 1978 or 1979.  He was the first villager I met.  I was Public Affairs Officer at the US Embassy in Tel Aviv (1977-1981).  I became a great fan of the Village and in time, Ambassador Sam Lewis and other senior Embassy officers and families joined our "fan club".
 
    Nava Sonnenshein also became a good friend, and I really respected her work in the conflict management area.
 
    Abdessalam and Nava were in the US from time to time, and I arranged programs for them, and meetings with various Americans interested in helping the village, including Lillian Solomon, who presented me with a check for WASNS for $25,000. - the first gift I received for the Village!
 
    Abdessalam represented the very best in living and breathing the ideal of bi-national, bi-cultural  life and thinking.  He was very effective in talking about the spirit and the daily life of WASNS.  Very appealing and persuasive.
 
    I have been back to the Village several times since 1981, finding always that it was growing conceptually, that this example of co-existence was gaining widely the respect of many important people and groups in Israel and abroad. 
 
    Of course there were differing opinions within the Village, members with differing priorities.  Meetings were sometimes tense among villagers.  But the fundamental purpose, the basic ideal of co-existence at WASNS brought people together, to overcome differences for the good of the Village.
 
    Many people at WASNS should get the credit for holding the place together.
 
    But surely Abdessalam Najjar was near or at the head of that list of noble souls!
 
    So, I close my eyes and let my heart focus now on this splendid man and all he has done for this precious village and for the promotion there and well beyond its borders, of the ideal of peaceful coexistence, for Israel and for cultures trying to live together in peace, where ever they may be.
 
    Perhaps there can be a tangible way we can memorialize Abdessalam.  That would be wonderful.  But in truth, his life and his example may be the best way to remember him, and honor him, forever.   
 
    To his wonderful family - I remember especially his oldest daughter - I send my most sincere condolences.  You are, and will remain in my heart for a long time.
 
David Hitchcock - USA
--
Pamela just forwarded me the e-mail sent out by Rita regarding the passing of Abdessalam Najjar.  Please know that you are all in our thoughts and prayers in light of  this sudden loss.  Sending love and wishes for healing to his family and close friends.
 
Peace,
Brenda Dushinski (Canadian Friends of NS/WAS)
--

כל כך מצטערת לשמוע
משתתפת בצערן של משפחת נאג'ר, משפחת נווה שלום ומשפחת אנשי השלום כולה

איזה איש גדול הוא היה
תודה על הזכות להכירו כשהנחה את קורסי הגישור בחברה רב תרבותית ,בהם השתתפתי.
הוא זכור בליבי כמורה ומגשר בנשמתו, אדם נעים וחם, חכם ורגיש ,אדם אמיתי של שלום, חזון ומעשה מעורר השראה
כמה התרשמתי ממנו שהביא בפנינו גם את פניו הרבים והרב גוניים בפשטות ובצניעות כאב גאה לשירין,בשלן, מפיק שמנים אתריים וכו
איש אשכולות אמיתי ומורה דרך
אללא ירחמו
יהי זכרו ברוך .
אמן

דולי גרודר
--
אחמד יקר,
שמעתי הבוקר בצער רב על מותו הפתאומי של עבד אלסלאם נג'אר ואני רוצה להביע את תנחומי לנווה שלום ולמשפחה. אמנם לא הכרתי אותו היטב אבל פגשתי בו כמה פעמים במסגרת פעילויות משותפות והתרשמתי מאישיותו וממחויבותו לרעיון. קראתי גם את הרשימה האחרונה שכתב על הרצח בטולוז והזדהיתי עם הכאב שהביע.
אני בטוחה שנווה שלום ימצא דרך להנציח אותו בבוא העת.
יהי זכרו ברוך.
שרה
Sarah Ozacky
--
Cathy Baker: In our thoughts, and with much respect … 
Much love.
--
Daniela Olivato:   Nooooooo! L 'ho conosciuto l'estate d due anni fa Una persona splendida, un grande fautore della pace fra palestinesi e israeliani, era il sindaco di neve shalom
--
Abdalla Abukatish:  Allah yerhamo.. I can't belive it !
--
Abu Gosh Assal:  الله يرحمك استاذنا ويصبر الأهل ، قلوبنا معكم  ،ما بنسى احلى ايام الطفوله في مدرسة  واحة السلام ، وعبد السلام بيشكل جزء أساسي من هاي الذكريات راح تبقى  بفكرنا وقلوبنا للابد !!!!
--
Craig Hymson: Very sorry to hear this. My thoughts are with the family.
--
Stephanie Stefan: Oh dear, this makes me just sad! All the best to his family!
--
Amira Genem:   الله يرحمك ويجعل مثواك الجنه..ان لله وان اليه راجعون :(:(:(:(
--
France Chapuis:  sindères condoléances
--
Giorgio Vigna:  Im very said and impressed...
--
Rebecca Steiner:  Condolences to his family
--
Daniel Felscher:  That is very sad to hear. I admired him as a very noble and sincere man. My warmest condolences to Abdessalams family and friends.
--
Maya Diabat:  Oh dear condolences to his family allah yerahmu
--
Omar Abd El Hai:  Allah yer7amo o ysaber Ahlo.. he was one of the best Friend of My Father by the foundation of Wahat al Salam.
--
Wissam Thyabat:  رحمه الله واسكنه فسيح جناته والهم اهله الصبر وكثر الذكر عظّم الله آجركم وشكر سعيكم   
--
Marwa ʚϊɞ Abu Suis:   الله يرحمك
--
Wesal Abo Swiss: الله يرحمو ويجعل مثواه الجنه 
Antani Comesefosse: sincere condoglianze, i admired him very much.
--
Yotam Shippin:  May he rest in peace, he is a great loss to us all..
--
Berry Salisbury:  I only met him once, a lovely man with a beautiful family -May he rest in peace!
--
Toby Dubcore:  may this tragedy make us not forget his great doings and importance for this unique project, rest in peace...
--
Maria Tognetti: A big man with a big heart! I feel honored to had met him, a true peacemaker, he teached me a lot in just 1month. Condolences to his family
--
Judi Wisch:  My condolences to the family. I remember our friendship from back in the 80's. Abd was a gift in this world.
--
Khadija Köhler:  May he rest in Peace...
--
Ronald Heg:  My deepest condolences to his family and friends. He inspired us ( in the Netherlands ) to be people who should not only speak about Peace but to do Peace. We will continue to do this in our own life and therefore Abdessalam will not be forgotten.
--
Johan van Muijden: Also my deepest condolences to his family! How bad to hear that a great man has passed away. I've met him last year in the Netherlands (Nijkerkerveen). My thoughts are with his wife and children. Rest in peace, mr. Najjar.
--
Lionel Simon:  May you rest in peace Abdessalam. Your laugh, wisdom and kindness will always be in my memory ya Ustaz,
--
Alberto Montresor: L'ho conosciuto lo scorso anno e ho avuta un'ottima impressione di questo fautore della pace e della convivenza tra palestinesi ed ebrei. Un pensiero alla sua famiglia.
--
Khalil Bdeir:  Allh Yerhamak Ya Abdelsalam. Natamana Elsaber le-Aishy and te family. In our hearts and prayers from the USA.
--
With great sadness i read of the death of Abd es-Salam. I have great respect for his work and who he was as a human being. Please be so kind an convey my condelences to his family.

Love & peace

Miki (Michael Walleczek)
--
חברות וחברים יקרים
עבדסלאם הלך מאיתנו. רציתי לשתף אתכם בצערי העמוק על הפרידה מחבר קרוב, שותף לדרך איש אמונה ואיש רוח. ווחאת אל סלאם~נוה שלום היה מפעל חייו, יצירת חייו. עבדסלאם החזיק את רעיון נוה שלום במימדים הרוחניים והפוליטיים ולא היה ציני אף לא לרגע אחד.
עבדסלאם היה שלם ובטוח בזהותו כפלשתיני וכמוסלמי מאמין.
עבדסלאם היה איש שלום ופמיניסט. 
אני מודה לו על התמיכה והליווי , על החברות ועל האמונה בדרך
וכבר מתגעגעת
דורית Dorit Shippin  

--
We lost a great person and nothing can change this fact. We miss you Abed...
Sliman Boulos
--
Luisa Colzani:  Abed, you were a special men and there will be a long silence behind you! A big hug to all the family.
--
Dear Aysheh, dear children of Abdessalam and Aysheh, dear friends in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam,
The news of the sudden death of Abdessalam is a terrrible blow for us all and has left me in grief as I am sure it has left all of you. Please accept my condolences.
Abdessalam belonged to the first people I got to know in Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam and who impressed me by his dedication to the ideas and the work of NS/WAS. He was among those who convinced me to help found the “ Swiss Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam” in 1983.
I will miss him but I will always continue to have many good memories when I will think of Abdessalam.
yours fondly  Peter Dreyfus (Chair, Swiss Friends of NS/WAS)
--
فلتكن ذكرى الأربعون على وفاة عبد السلام
مناسبة تليق به كانسان معطاء، مُحِب ومُتَسامِح...
العربي الفلسطيني الأول الذي وصل هنا ليبقى
حتى عاد جسده الى التراب
وانتقلت روحه الى باريها.
سامحنا يا عبد السلام لانا اعتبرناك باقياً هنا دائماً
وقد فاجأنا موتك قبل ان نكون جاهزون لذلك.
وها أنت تُعلمنا معنى التواصُل بين الحياة والموت ليصبح شيئاً واحدا أبدا.
Let the memory of Abdessalam (forty of his death or hashlosheem)
a worthy occasion of him as a generous human, loving and forgiving ...
first Palestinian  Arab arrived here to stay
till his body returned to earth
and his soul moved to its Creator.
Forgive us, Abdessalam, thinking that you will be here forever,
but your death surprised us before being  ready for that.
There you are teaching us the meaning of
 the communication between life and death
that becomes to be one eternally.
Dyana Shaloufi-Rizek
--
I met Abdessalam in many occasions, in Italy (Torino) and at at Neve
Shalom: very special men, human beens lover and peace builder. I am shocked
about this news. I am close to his family and all your community. I feel he
will continue to look at the Earth and to help us... Chiara
pontedipace
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تعزية
إلى جنات الخلد يا أبا محمد
الأخت والصديقة عائشة وأبنائها  شيرين ، ليلى، نور ومحمد
 انشطر القلب حزنا وألما على فراق الأخ والجار عبد السلام نجار (أبو محمد) ونحن نواسيكم ونواسي أنفسنا وعزائنا جميعا  بك وبالأولاد بيننا راجين أن يتغمد الله في فسيح جناته ورضوانه ولك ولأبنائك حسن العزاء وطول البقاء.
سهير والكس منيّر 
والعائلة
--
Wafe Kalil:    الله يرحمك
--
Véronique Hayem:   The french friends share with Aisheh, Shirin, Leila, Nur,Mohammed and allour friends of the village our sad sorrows.
--
Judi Balval:   All my thoughts accompany his family. Affectionately, valérie
--
Junko Sato:   My deepest condolence to Aisheh and his children. I am so sad to hear Abdee has passed away, whom I sincerely respected. It is not easy to accept as the fact.... He was a very honest and calm person. He gave me a lot of impressive words, I learned a lot of things from him. I loved his smile like a boy... I will miss him.
--
Denise Pepin:  one more star is shining in the sky at night
--
Suheir Salman Monayer:    الله يرحمه راجين من الله فسيح جناته
--
I send a message from the Mayor of Novellara Raul Daoli and councillors
Paolo Santachiara and Salmi Youssef.
Moved by the loss of Abed, a sensitive, intelligent and a dear friend.
Condolences.
We will be greatly missed him.
s
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Dear Rita
Thank you for your email unfortunately telling us this sad, sad message.
I briefly saw Abdessalam a few weeks ago when he came into the meeting room when my husband Terry and I were talking to Howard.   He seemed to be in good form.  What a terrible shock for his family and the NSWaS community.
He was a fine gentleman – kind and wise.  His death is a great loss to the village, the wider community and to all of us.
Please convey my sincerest condolences to the family.
All good wishes,
Jenny Nemko (British Friends of NS/WAS)
--
Dear Aishe
I am so very very sad to hear of the tragic news of Abdessalam's passing.  Over the last 12 years since I have been working for the Oasis of Peace UK I got to know him very well.  Only last September I spent a whole day sitting next to him on a full day out with a visiting group from the UK and he was telling me excitedly about the new peace projects in Akko that he was initiating.  He was talking and I was busily writing down the details. When not talking about the Village he chatted about you and your children, telling me how proud he was of you all.
Words cannot say how sorry I am but more so how sorry I am for your family. Abed was a true inspiration and we will all be all the poorer for his passing.
I send you my most sincere condolences.
With my best wishes,
Gillian Gruder (British Friends of NS/WAS)
--
 I am so so sad to hear about Abdessalam, I only now discover the sad news (I was away from my computer), I don't have his wife's e-mail so could you please convey to her, and also his children, my warmest wishes ? In 2006 I remember when he and his son drove with me on Friday to the town down the hill (I don't remember the name) where his mosque is, it was great just walking around town while he finished his Friday prayer and then driving back up to NSWAS. He always welcomed me very warmly the several times I visited you all. And I remember him also in Paris, I was honoured to be his translator at the talk he gave here, he kindly told me I understood what he meant and therefore he trusted me entirely to reflect faithfully his thoughts, I always appreciated his openness, his tolerance, his understanding of the differences we all have -all of us, not just Arabs and Jews (I am neither!) - which sometimes are regretfully walls between us and sometimes blissfully bridges to the richness of new discoverings, Abdessalam was a very wonderful person whose imprint on NSWAS will no doubt last for a very long time, may his spirit of peace and brotherhood despite hardships and misunderstandings remain with all, especially the younger generation.
I will try to visit you mid-February next year, when I go as usual to the Jerusalem Book Fair for my work.
With fond memories and warm wishes to all,
Anne-Solange
A.S. NOBLE
Paris
--
‫ב׳׳ה‬
‫ק׳׳ק בית שושנה‬

Deventer, March 25, 2012

Dear inhabitants of Neve Shalom – Wahat al Salam, and especially the family of
Mr. Abdessalam Najjar,
We were very sorry en shocked to hear that Mr. Abdessalam Najjar, who
visited our Jewish Congregation last September, and gave a very impressive
lecture, died last week. In the few hours that we had the honor to meet and get
to know Mr. Najjar, he made an unforgettable impression on us. He didn’t only
talk about peace, he made peace. He was peace himself. The world lost an
important and special man.
We wish you all the strength to cope with your grief.
,‫בכבוד רב ,כוח רבים הצורך‬
Sanne Terlouw
Tom A. Fürstenberg
Jewish Community Beth Shoshanna
Deventer, The Netherlands
‫ק׳׳ק בית שושנה‬
Website: bethshoshanna.nl
Tel +31(0)85 87 826 87

--
Greetings Abed Family, relatives, and Neve Shalom/Wahat Al Salam community and friends:
We are deeply sorry for your loss of Abed al Salam. We have been touched by his commitment to work for peace and nonviolence. His relentless efforts to explain the need for alternative paths for Arabs and Jews will always be remembered. We knew him since 1981 when we made our first trip to the waha. His warm reception and smile added to our sense of comfort and attracted us to learn more about the place.
We offer our sincere condolences and his memory and spirit will remain with us.
 
 
Family of :
Mohammed Abu-Nimer and Ilham Nasser
USA
 
 
International Peace And Conflict Resolution
School of International Service
American University
4400 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington DC 20016
abunimer@american.edu
http://www.upf.com/SPRING2003/ABU-NIMER.HTM
http://www.american.edu/sis/peacebuilding
http
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Dear Mrs. Boulos,
It was for me a great shock to hear about the death of Abdessalam Najjar. My condoleances for the familiy and all the inhabitants of the village Oasis of Peace. I wish all of you much strength with this enormous loss. I will honour Abdessalam by continuing with strength working on peace in the world. Attached you'll find a letter, on behalf of 17.000 members of The Apostolic Society (www
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HYPERLINK "http://www.apgen.nl/"nl). Could you please forward this letter to the family of Abdessalam and all the inhabitants of the villaga Oasis of Peace?
Thanks! 
Warm greetings,
Erwin van der Bij
--
Dear friends,
I learnt about the sudden passing of our dear friend Abdessalam Najjar. This news item really shocked me. I met him just some months ago in Milan during the celebration of the twenty years of “Italian friends of Nevé Shalom – Wahat al-Salam” association and I had the opportunity to share his friendship and some nice and deep breathing spaces. I remember I was struck with him about his gentleness, but also his abnegation in his commitment for peace and dialogue.
Abdessalam has been an invaluable resource for allo f us in Confronti. We remember his participation to many projects of dialogue between Israelis and Palestinisans, such as “Seeds of Peace”, whose he participated since 1998 as witness of that peace that he was constantly building through his daily work in the village of Nevé Shalom – Wahat al-Salam, in particular though the work in the School of Peace. His contribution was very important for the realization of the project “Semi di Pace in Kosovo” (1999 – 2000) organized by Confronti and inscribed into the context of “Missione Arcobaleno”: a concrete opportunity of dialogue between people.
Many things without the efforts of our friends Abdessalam wouldn’t have been possible.
My thought is for all his loved ones and all the people that were his friends and cooperators.
We will not forget him,
Gian Mario Gillio
Gian Mario Gillio
direttore della rivista "Confronti"
edita dalla Coop. Com Nuovi Tempi arl
Via Firenze,38
00184 Roma
www
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I can't believe this!  I'm so sad.   I lovingly remember all the times I shared with him:  the trip led by Hanna Elias and Abdessalam in the 90's, the  times he spent at our house, when we were so happy to have him as a guest,  his beautiful daughters, and
the times he spoke in Los Angeles about the village and how he got there.  I will keep those memories.  I offer condolences to his family.
Truly 
Judy Dubin
--
Dearest Aisha,
I really am so sorry about Abdessalam. I can hardly believe it to be true.
All the time I worked with him and listened to him speak on a range of issues, I felt exceptionally lucky. I think few people get to meet someone who is so inspirational and humble at the same time. His commitment to peace, despite all the difficulties I am sure will continue to influence those who were fortunate to know him.
I hope you and your children are able to find comfort in one another.
With much love.
Jacky Sherman
--
עבד אלסלאם היה בן אדם טוב מאוד! עד שאף בן אדם לא יכול לוותר עלב אפ פעם לא ירדה השימחה מעל הפנים שלו. הוא היה חמוד מאוד איבדנו איש חזק וזא חבל מאוד ולצערי הרב היא לו הרבה מחלות שהוא שרד איתם אף פעם הוא לא בכה במצבו הזה כי הוא ידע מה יקרה בעתיד וזהו משה  כיבלנו בסופ לצערי הרב ותמיד ניזקור את ה בן אדם הזה!
אדם 
Adam Hijazi (Primary School)
--
Dear Mr. Shippin,
We are sorry to learn that Mr. Abdessalam Najjar passed away past Thursday. Please let us convey to you, the family of Mr. Najjar, and all your associates at Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam our heartfelt condolences for the passing of Mr. Najjar. 
We had the privilege of interviewing him when he came to Rissho Kosei-kai in 1993 with fellow leaders of Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam for the presentation of the 10th Niwano Peace Prize. Later we also had the privilege of featuring his essay on peace education in Dharma World in 2001.
Kazumasa Osaka
Editor
Dharma World
--
EL VECC                                                               

El vecc el cuntava al giovin,
“Sì, son staa malaa, m’han faa i bypass,           

adess sont in libertà vigilata”
E lù, Abed el giovin, el diseva:                         

“Ma anca mì son malaa de coeur”
“Ma va, on malaa de coeur                                

che el parla per do or, a ona sala                       

pienna, in Italian, e el refuda                             

i iutt e i suggeriment?”
“Ma sì’. Guarda i pastilli”,                                 

(e n’ha mangiaa almen quater).                         

E el dì dopp, a la mattina,                                  

serom al Sacromonte,
le guardavi e me disevi:                                     

“Ma com’el fa a cor,                                             

che mì gh’hoo el fiadon dopo du pass?”.        

E adess Abed, vint’ann pussee giovin de mì,
l’ha pensaa ben de cor dennanz a tutt              

i so amis,  e mì disi perché, e riessi nanca a dì    
el toccava no a tì ,                                                 

gh’era anca mò tant bisogn de lù,                     

Pier Giorgio (Italian Friends Association)
26 marzo 2012 
Translation:
THE OLD MAN
The old man was telling the young:
 “Yes, I was ill, I underwent three bypasses,
now I am on probation”.
And he, the young Abed, was saying:
 “Me too, I have a poor heart”.
 “How can you say, a poor heart,
you that spoke for two hours, to a full house,
in Italian, refusing
any help or suggestion?”
 “Oh yes, look at the pills”,
 (and he swallowed at least four of them).
And on the following day in the morning
we were at the Sacro Monte°,
I was watching him, thinking:
 “How can he run so fast,
that I am short of breadth after two steps?”
And now Abed, twenty years younger than me,
has  decided the run in front of all his friends
and I am asking why, I can hardly say
it was not your turn,
we are so much in need of him.
 Pier Giorgio (Italian Friends Association)

26 marzo 2012 
--
Dear Rita,
Please send these thoughts to the Najjar family.
I was deeply saddened to hear the news of Abdessalam's death.  Please tell Aishe and the children that I grieve with them for the wonderful man who left us too soon, died too young.
He was, of course, one of the first persons I met at the Village.  He immediately invited me to his and Aishe's home.  He will always be the person I remember as dedicated, kind, intelligent, thoughtful.  His dedication to peace and integrity were absolute.  I am sure he suffered a lot of skepticism, but for me he was a beacon of hope.
My thoughts are with his family and Wahat al-Salam/Neve Shalom and his extended family and colleagues.
May his life be an inspiration to us all.
Sharon Burde (American Friends of Neve Shalom ~ Wahat al-Salam)
--
Dear Raida, Maria Letizia and I have received the news of the death of Abed.
As you can imagine I feel a great void and am close with all my affection. If you go from me to visit Aisha to bring my condolences.
A big hug to all of Neve Shalom Wahat al Salam. Maria Letizia
Cara Raida, sono Maria Letizia e ho ricevuto la notizia della morte di Abed.
Come potrai immaginare sento un grande vuoto e vi sono vicina con tutto il mio affetto. Se puoi vai da parte mia a visitare Aisha per portarle le mie condoglianze.
Un forte abbraccio a tutti di Neve Shalom Wahat al Salam
Caro Abed, ho ricevuto la notizia e come posso stare solo in silenzio? E' così che succede. Chi ha tanto amato, all'improvviso cambia il suo stato e tu che rimani hai bisogno di tempo. Ora, diversamente da prima, devi aspettare la trasformazione della sua presenza e ci vuole tempo e silenzio.
E' così che succede, quando meno te lo aspetti, dopo aver aspettato per tutta la vita.
Caro Abed, la riuscita di ciò che hai sempre costruito verrà dopo, dopo che il respiro avrà ripreso il suo ritmo, dopo che il singhiozzo si sarà calmato. Dopo che il corpo si sarà sopito. Amico mio, eppure vedrai, tu e meglio di noi che siamo restati.
Cosa vuol dire riuscire nella vita? Ne discutevamo un giorno, lungo la stada che dalla tua casa porta a Dumia. "E' sentire che qualcosa sta cambiando dentro di te, mentre il paesaggio esterno ai tuoi occhi resta uguale".
Tu ora sei riuscito davvero e io posso abbracciarti da lontano, come sempre. Maria Letizia
Maria Letizia (Italy)
--
I was very saddened to hear of the untimely passing of Abdesalam Najjar.  He was truly a man of peace and of faith. On behalf of Artsbridge and myself, I offer our sincere condolences to his family, and may they find strength and peace in his memory.
Warm regards,
Debbie Nathan
--
I and my colleagues are so very saddened by Abdessalam's passing.
May Abdessalam rest in peace with the knowledge that he touched the lives
and hearts of so many and made such a huge difference for the wellness of
humanity. His work  and his love is not in vain!
I was honored to have spent time with Abdessalam in 2009 at WASNS/NSWAS, as
a member of Mediators Beyond Borders, assisting he and Yoni Naftali with
their multi cultural mediation curriculum. After a week at the village I
grew very fond of Abdessalam and his subtle and most generous ways. I will
never forget the book he showed me of the community and peace work his
father accomplished in his village in past times. Clearly, Abdessalam
followed in his father's footsteps, honorably. Many other members of
Mediators Beyond Borders worked with Abde over the last 4 years and have
been equally endeared by his vision and generous spirit. We grieve with
you.
Please accept our deepest condolences and well wishes for your peace.
Dorit Cypis
Artist and Mediator/Foreign Exchanges
www
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--
Dear Dorit, 
My heart is with you, Abdessalam's family and the whole village.  It's difficult to believe that such a powerful presence is no longer with us. 
We just saw him in December, when the MBB team visited briefly with him and Yoni.  He was so full of life, impish laughter, joy and optimism.  He had so much positive energy about completing his curriculum.   
I'm sorry that we did not get to see you in December.  Please let me know if we can be helpful to you in any way. 
I'm thinking of you at this very sad time.  Love, Rachel 
_______________________
Rachel Wohl, Esq., Executive Director
Maryland MACRO
Mediation and Conflict Resolution Office 
903 Commerce Road
Annapolis, MD 21401
www
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Dear Aisha, 
I would like to tell you my sadness for Abdessalam's death. I'll always preserve the memory of his moral courage, wisdom and friendship.
Since 1995 I had many opportunity to met him during his visit in Milan in Franca's house. I had also the opportunity to met you two years ago in August during a visit to Wahat as Salam with a group of italians pilgrims. I hope that the people of village could help you and your family in this moment of pain.
With love
Angela Plazzotta
--
Dear friends, dear Ayshe and Shireen, 
I am shocked and very sad to read that Abed has so suddenly had to leave his family and the enlarged family of peace-workers and peace-seekers he was such a prominent member of. His courage to start out in the place that NS-WAS was in the beginning and his constancy, his considerate, friendly and patient ways will always stay with me. I am glad I could meet him again less than a year ago (hear him talk to a group, do an excursion and take part in a few of his arabic-lessons) and I hope that all he gave to the community and the friends as a person will stay on and multiply by ways of his memory. 
Thank you very much for the fotos on the home-page - for me Abed's face is so intimately tied to NS-WAS.
Having myself lost a good friend of less than his age this fall I had to experience the impact such a sudden death has in all areas of life and I am feeling with you deeply. 
Yours,
Birgitta (Kogler, Lochen, Austria) 
--
Bonjour,
Nous, association à Clermont-Ferrand (France) avons déjà écrit à la femme d'Abdessalam pour lui présenter nos condoléances mais nous voulions également vous faire parvenir les articles parus dans la presse à l'occasion de sa venue à Clermont en 2007; dans 3 journaux régionaux. Nous ne pourrons pas être là pour le mémorandum mais partageons votre peine car nous avions pu nous rendre compte de sa valeur humaine et de son engagement personnel pour le village.
Béatrice BUSSAC
les amis français de NSWAS
--
In Memoriam Abdessalam Najjar
[image: image1.jpg]



ICCJ | 24.03.2012
Together with our member organization in Israel, the ICCI, the ICCJ mourns the suden and untimely death of Abdessalam Najjar.
Abdessalam was a member of the Steering committee of our International Abrahamic forum and was to have presented a workshop at our conference in Manchester.
He was the co-vicechairperson of the ICCI and one of the founders of Neveh Shalom/Wahat el-Salam, a village of Jewish and Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel. As his name indicates, he was a servant of God and a true man of peace. May his memory be blessed.
Here's a paper by Abdessalam Naijar - "Why Trialogue?" - presented to the International Abrahamic Forum Steering Committee (First meeting, December 2011):
"
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עבד אל סלאם היקר באדם,
לכתוב אליך כאל מורה דרך מופלא ,היודע להראות את האופק הקרוב והרחוק ולעורר את האנשים ללכת בשבילים המובילים בבטחה אל היעד המובטח.
לפנות אליך ,המורה המעולה  לגישור , ברגעי מצוקה ומבוכה וקונפליקטים כשהשמים קודרים  וטעונים בסופה מתקרבת ולדעת שבמילותיך הפשוטות והישירות ,האמיצותועם זאת העדינות והכנות, מלאות העוצמה שברכות ,בהבנה ,בחמלה ,ובאהבת בני האדם כיצורי אנוש הכמהים לטוב ולמיטיב ,אך לעיתים אינם יודעים כיצד למצוא את את הדרך  וללכת בה...
לפנות אליך כאל אדם טוב לב במידה שאין לה שיעור,לדעת שתמיד תושיט את ידך העדינה והאמיצה כאחת לאות ידידות וככוח המעורר ללכת קדימה קדימה בראש מורם  ובנפש חפצה
אל מטרת העל : ליצור אפשרות של תהליכי סליחה ושלום אמת בין יהודים וערבים במדינת ישראל!
לפנות אליך כאל חבר בוגר וחכם ,שאפשר לבטוח בו תמיד, 
לדעת שתמיד תתן כתף חמה ומרחב לאדם ,לכל אדם לבחור לו את הדרך הנכונה ביותר עבורו .
לדעת שאתה ,עבד אל סלאם היקר באדם ,חי וקיים ופועל ללא לאות ובהתמדה ובחריצות ואין שום קושי העומד בפניך לבצע כל משימה מיטיבה לאדם ולחברה !
אתה , עבד אל סלאם היקר, היית לנו דוגמא ומופת לכך שבדרך הגישור המתון והנאור ניתן לחלום ולהשיג את הגשמת חזון האחוה והשלום עלי אדמות ובמדינתנו בפרט.
ואף אימנת אותנו ,חברי עמותת "מעגלים-חלקאת"והנחית אותנו בסדנאות רבות השפעה והשראה.
אתה היית התגלמות הידיד המנהיג כדברי הסופר אלבר קאמי:
" אל תלך לפניי , פן לא אוכל ללכת אחריך
אל תלך אחריי , פן לא אדע להוביל
לך,פשוט, לצידי והיה ידידי."
נחמדות שבך, חביבות, חוש הומור דק טוב ומטיב, שילוב נדיר של קלילות וחן יחד עם כובד ראש ורצינות ,תמיד הקלילות והחן כבשו את הלב.  אופטימיות מזהירה,
דבקות במטרה ונחישות ביחד עם גמישות וזרימה חופשית .שילוב נדיר של אומץ לב לומר דברי אמת , נועזות בפרויקטים חדשניים ומקוריים יחד עם צניעות וענוותנות טבעיים.
איש שיחה מרתק,ידען גדול בתחומי יחסי אנוש ותהליכים חברתיים, ערבי גאה ועם זאת סובלני כלפי כל המאמינים בני הדתות האחרות.
מעוגן במסורת ועם זאת בעל פתיחות מירבית . איש אשכולות. אדם בעל מידות תרומיות וסגולות אנושיות מיטיבות מאין כמותן!                                                                                                                                          
אין בי  אפשרות אלא לדבר אליך בהווה, כי נוכחותך כה מוצקה ורוחך  נמצאת בעולם
רק שאין קולך הפיזי יכול עוד להישמע ואין למי לפנות עוד...
בלתי נתפס שנחטפת מאיתנו בפתאומיות כזאת באמצע החיים ובאמצע פועוליך המבורכים והמקוריים היצרתיים כל כך ועם זאת שומרי הסדר הטוב השריר והקיים
צוואתך הרוחנית מחייבת אותנו ללכת ברוחך הנדיבה ולאור חזונך-חזוננו.
אני חסרה אותך מאוד!
חבר אתה חסר.
תחסר לנו מאוד
 אין עוד אדם כמוך בעולם!
מבטיחה לעשות הרבה ברוחך ובמופת שנתת לי ולנו כחברי עמותת מעגלים -חלקאת שזכינו ליהנות ולגדול בהשראתך המופלאה!
אוהבים אותך ומתגעגעים אליך !!!
תמר בר בשם עמותת " מעגלים -חלקאת"
25/3/2012
--
So sad and shocked by this news. I will remember Abdessalam for his wisdom and his humour, and I take away lessons learned from simply being in his company. Wishing his family condolences at this difficult time, 
Debbie Danon
--
What a sad news... I am shocked and sad... Wishing Abdessalam
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Baukje Van Der Veen
--
My deepest condolences to the family, friends and neighbours; this came so surprising and shocking. It's weird to imagine the village without him! 
Simone
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رحمة الله عليه وربنا يرحمه ويشفعله ويصبر اهله
Shbayta
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ان لله وان اليه راجعون 
Sidi
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الله يرحمه انا لله ونا اليه راجعون
Eid

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/ezlabieh" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/ezlabieh"Hamdan

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/ezlabieh" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/ezlabieh"Al

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/ezlabieh" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/ezlabieh"Zlabieh
--
‎... كان الحاج عبد السلام مدرسه الله يرحمه ويجعل مثواه الجنة.... الله يصبركم ويعوضكم عوض خير وعظم الله اجركم ولكم من بعده طول البقاء
Mohammad

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=549180764" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=549180764"Joudeh
--
لا حولا و لا فوة الى ل الله اللهم اجعل مثواه الجنة انا لله و انا اليه راجعون
Ashy

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/Ashraf.ayman" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/Ashraf.ayman"Ayman
--
الله يرحمو
Zaid

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=683529745" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=683529745"Boss
--
رحمك الله عبدالسلام والبقاء لله والصبر كل الصبر لاهلك ومحبينك وانا لله وانا اليه راجعون
Shbayta

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/shbayta" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/shbayta"Mohamad
--
Tragic passing of a great humanist who dared to not only to vision but also to live his dream of co-existence amongst people.
Dorit

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/dorit.cypis" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/dorit.cypis"Cypis
--
Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji'un ..may his family find peace And Allah give him everlasting Janaat
Sandos

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/sandra.sairaibrahimmarsh" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/sandra.sairaibrahimmarsh"Saira

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/sandra.sairaibrahimmarsh" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/sandra.sairaibrahimmarsh"Ibrahim

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/sandra.sairaibrahimmarsh" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/sandra.sairaibrahimmarsh"Marsh
--
Oh, Abed.... such a wonderful man... such a great loss. I feel very sad and I also feel very blessed to have known him, worked with him, traveled with him and his family, eaten countless meals at his table. Such fond fond memories... and his unique joyful laugh is ringing in my head right now. Can somebody please please give Aishe an enormous enveloping hug from me?
Emily

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/mightygirly" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/mightygirly"Rosenberg 

Hi Perrine,
First I would like to extend my condolences to Abdessalam's family and the entire NS/WAS community on the sudden passing of such a beloved and influential man.  He has always stood as the embodiment of possibility, dedication to a vision and as proof that every little step truly matters, no matter how modest, forging a path toward the ultimate goal, tolerance and cooperation.  His spirit will certainly live on in every corner of the community.  His life's work will inspire others --- his lasting gift to NS/WAS.
Joanna Goodwin
USA
Dear Rita,
 I am so sorry for the loss of Abdessalam Najjar. The world, and the intercultural/interfaith field, is much poorer without his kindness, wisdom and humour. I was greatly inspired by my first visit to Neveh Shalom as a 16-year-old, and it greatly influenced my choice to pursue interfaith at university, and now as a career. I wish you all great success in continuing Abdessalam’s legacy.
Best wishes from London,
Debbie Danon
